§424.23

with the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion (NRC) or the appropriate State
government acting under authority
granted by the NRC.

(ii) Documentation that the machine
radiation source irradiation facility is
registered with the appropriate State
government, if applicable.

(iii) Documentation that a worker
safety program addressing OSHA regu-
lations (29 CFR chapter XVII) is in
place.

(iv) Citations or other documents
that relate to incidences in which the
establishment was found not to comply
with Federal or State agency require-
ments for irradiation facilities.

(v) A certification by the operator
that the irradiation facility personnel
will only operate under supervision of a
person who has successfully completed
a course of instruction for operators of
food irradiation facilities.

(vi) A certification by the operator
that the key irradiation personnel, who
monitor or control daily operations,
have been trained in food technology,
irradiation processing, and radiation
health and safety.

(vii) Guarantees from the suppliers of
all food-contact packaging materials
that may be subject to irradiation that
those materials comply with the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21
U.S.C. 301 et seq.).

(4) Labeling. (i) The labels on pack-
ages of meat food and poultry products
irradiated in their entirety, in con-
formance with this section and with 21
CFR 179.26(a) and (b), must bear the
logo shown at the end of this paragraph
(c)(4)(i). Unless the word ‘‘Irradiated”
is part of the product name, labels also
must bear a statement such as ‘“Treat-
ed with radiation” or ‘‘Treated by irra-
diation.” The logo must be placed in
conjunction with the required state-
ment, if the statement is used. The
statement is not required to be more
prominent than the declaration of in-
gredients required under §317.2(c)(2).
Any label bearing the logo or any
wording of explanation with respect to
this logo must be approved as required
by Section 317.4. of this chapter or sub-
parts M and N of part 381.
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(ii) For meat food or poultry prod-
ucts that have been irradiated in their
entirety, but that are not sold in pack-
ages, the required logo must be dis-
played to the purchaser with either the
labeling of the bulk container plainly
in view or a counter sign, card, or
other appropriate device bearing the
information that the product has been
treated with radiation. In either case,
the information must be prominently
and conspicuously displayed to pur-
chasers. Unless the word ‘‘Irradiated”
is part of the product name, the label-
ing counter sign, card, or other device
also must bear a statement such as
“Treated with radiation’ or ‘‘Treated
by irradiation.”” The logo must be
placed in conjunction with the required
statement, if the statement is used.

(iii) The inclusion of an irradiated
meat food or poultry product ingre-
dient in any multi-ingredient meat
food or poultry product must be re-
flected in the ingredient statement on
the finished product labeling.

(iv) Optional labeling statements
about the purpose for radiation proc-
essing may be included on the product
label in addition to the stated require-
ments elsewhere in this section, pro-
vided that such statements are not
false or misleading. Statements that
there has been a specific reduction
inmicrobial pathogens must be sub-
stantiated by processing documenta-
tion.

[64 FR 72175, Dec. 23, 1999, as amended at 64
FR 72165, Dec. 23, 1999; 656 FR 34391, May 30,
2000]

§424.23 Prohibited uses.

(a) Substances that conceal damage or
inferiority or make products appear better
or of greater value. No substance may be
used in or on any meat if it conceals
damage or inferiority or makes the
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product appear to be better or of great-
er value than it is. Therefore:

(1) Paprika or oleoresin paprika may
not be used in or on fresh meat, such as
steaks, or comminuted fresh meat,
such as chopped and formed steaks or
patties; or in any other meat con-
sisting of fresh meat (with or without
seasoning).

(2) Paprika or oleoresin paprika may
be used in or on chorizo sausage and
other meat in which paprika or oleo-
resin paprika is permitted as an ingre-
dient in a standard of identity or com-
position in part 319 of this subchapter.

(3) Sorbic acid, calcium sorbate, so-
dium sorbate, and other salts of sorbic
acid shall not be used in cooked sau-
sages or any other meat; sulfurous acid
and salts of sulfurous acid shall not be
used in or on any meat; and niacin or
nicotinamide shall not be used in or on
fresh meat product; except that potas-
sium sorbate, propylparaben (propyl p-
hydroxybenzoate), calcium propionate,
sodium propionate, benzoic acid, and
sodium benzoate may be used in or on
any product, only as provided in 9 CFR
Chapter III.

(b) Nitrates. Nitrates shall not be used
in curing bacon.

PART 441—CONSUMER PROTEC-
TION STANDARDS: RAW
PRODUCTS
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§441.10 Retained water.

(a) Raw livestock and poultry car-
casses and parts will not be permitted
to retain water resulting from post-
evisceration processing unless the es-
tablishment preparing those carcasses
and parts demonstrates to FSIS, with
data collected in accordance with a
written protocol, that any water re-
tained in the carcasses or parts is an
unavoidable consequence of the process
used to meet applicable food safety re-
quirements.

§441.10

(b) Raw livestock and poultry car-
casses and parts that retain water from
post-evisceration processing and that
are sold, transported, offered for sale or
transportation, or received for trans-
portation, in commerce, must bear a
statement on the label in prominent
letters and contiguous to the product
name or elsewhere on the principal dis-
play panel of the label stating the max-
imum percentage of water that may be
retained (e.g., ‘“‘up to X% retained
water,” ‘“less than X% retained water,”
“up to X% water added from proc-
essing’’). The percent water statement
need not accompany the product name
on other parts of the label. Raw live-
stock and poultry carcasses and parts
that retain no water may bear a state-
ment that no water is retained.

(c)(1) An establishment subject to
paragraph (a) of this section must
maintain on file and available to FSIS
its written data-collection protocol.
The protocol must explain how data
will be collected and used to dem-
onstrate the amount of retained water
in the product covered by the protocol
that is an unavoidable consequence of
the process used to meet specified food
safety requirements.

(2) The establishment must notify
FSIS as soon as it has a new or revised
protocol available for review by the
Agency. Within 30 days after receipt of
this notification, FSIS may object to
or require the establishment to make
changes in the protocol.

(d) Expected elements of a protocol
for gathering water retention data:

(1) Purpose statement. The primary
purpose of the protocol should be to de-
termine the amount or percentage of
water absorption and retention that is
unavoidable using a particular chilling
system while achieving the regulatory
pathogen reduction performance stand-
ard for Salmonella as set forth in the
PR/HACCP regulations (9 CFR 310.25(b),
381.94(b)) and the time/temperature re-
quirements set forth in 9 CFR 381.66.
Additional purposes that could be in-
cluded are determining chilling system
efficiency and evaluating product qual-
ity.

(2) Type of washing and chilling system
used by the establishment. Any post-evis-
ceration washing or chilling processes
that affect water retention levels in
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